Wes Side:  Arvel Bird’s Music

Most people are not aware that November is set aside as a month to honor Native Americans -- and at the Booth Western Museum in Cartersville, they take that seriously.

Arvel Bird, the Native American artist of the year will perform at the Grande Theater in Cartersville on Friday night, and he is Thursday's Wes Side Story.

When you hear him play one of his original creations, like "Tatonka," which means buffalo, you feel like he is revealing his soul -- because he is. 

He grew up in southern Utah in a dysfunctional household that was filled with harsh words. His mother tried to deny she was Paiute, because there was discrimination against Indians. She did not teach him his heritage, but she did let him take up the violin.

"The music became my refuge," Bird said. "It became my place to escape, to feel good, to be away from arguments and fear and a place to let my fantasy, you run wild."

If you think you have seen Bird play in some of the great country bands, you have with Glen Campbell, Loretta Lynn, Louise Mandrell. But three years ago, he struck out on his own, and has played from one end of the country to the other, booked almost every night.

He said his violin music is a healer -- it heals hearts.

"The violin has healed me. It took that little boy that was often abused and shy and introverted and afraid, and everything that I ever wanted in life has come to me thru my music," Bird said.

His greatest joy, he said, is after a concert, he will see or speak to someone with tears in their eyes -- and he believes he has helped to heal them too. Music -- good music -- can do that.

